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Museums and collections at 
the University of Padua

  11 museums and many collections (about  1 million items) 



The cataloguing system adopted for 
museum objects: standards and software

At Italian National level

•Cataloguing guidelines for cultural heritage          ICCD 
    Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation of the Ministry of the Cultural Heritage

•For every different kind of cultural asset          specific cataloguing template 

•Each cataloguing template         more than 300 fields
    some of which are common to all assets, while others are typical of the single cultural discipline

At the University of Padua

•14 ICCD cataloguing templates used

•Cataloguing software adopted          Artin XML-web system
•      based on ICCD’s cataloguing  guidelines   
•      developed by the CRUI (Conference of Italian Universities Rectors) 
•      originally created to set up a  centralized data base for Italian University Museums

 

        

        



Towards the University 
Heritage Portal

Ongoing project                develop a “tool” 

                   Europeana

  

From  Artin XML-web database Museums’ Portal  

          harvest selected data  Virtual itineraries

 

The project is carried out jointly by University Library Centre (CAB) and University  Museum Centre (CAM)

Phaidra



Phaidra repository 
Permanent Hosting, Archiving and Indexing of Digital Resources and Assets

Phaidra is the digital asset management system used by the Padua 
University Library System (SBA)
• based on the Fedora Commons open-source software 
•maintained by the Computer Centre of the University of Vienna, with 
which the University of Padua has collaborated since 2010.

Phaidra’s main features are:

•long-term archiving of digital objects (images, documents, books, 
video and audio)
•description and indexing of digital objects 
•management of licenses and access rights
•enabling web-users to access rare and culturally interesting 
documents 



Phaidra repository 
Permanent Hosting, Archiving and Indexing of Digital Resources and Assets

Phaidra’s current digital collections come from Libraries and Archives 
and comprise:

•ancient books
•manuscripts
•photographs
•scientific wallcharts
•archival materials
•learning objects 
•videos

Thanks to the present project, museums’ objects will be included in 
Phaidra, so that the cultural heritage of Padua University will be fully 
represented



Phaidra Digital collections

Fabio Metelli Archive - Psychology Library
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/metelli

Scientific wallcharts - Departments of Biology, 
Physics and Geosciences
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/tavole_didatti
che_scienze 

Enrico Bernardi Archive - Museum of Machines 
"Enrico Bernardi"
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/bernardi 

https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/metelli
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/metelli
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/tavole_didattiche_scienze
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/tavole_didattiche_scienze
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/tavole_didattiche_scienze
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/bernardi
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/bernardi


Phaidra Digital collections

Botanists portrait collection – Botanical 
Garden Library
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/iconote
ca_botanici 

The cultural heritage of Padua Medical School 
- Ancient Library of Medicine
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/detail_object/o:586
32 

➢Video De Humani corporis fabrica di Andrea 
Vesalio (1543)

https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/iconoteca_botanici
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/iconoteca_botanici
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/iconoteca_botanici
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/detail_object/o:58632
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/detail_object/o:58632
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/detail_object/o:58632
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/detail_object/o:58645
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/detail_object/o:58645
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/detail_object/o:58645


Defining University museums’ 
objects for the web

One of the crucial issues 
consists

 in defining WHAT data to 
harvest

i.e. the minimum 
necessary fields
 that can “define” 

university heritage objects 
for the public



Defining University museums’ 
objects for the web

A kind of web semantic analysis was thus carried out by the 

curators of three of the University museums (MSA, MGP, MHP) 

in collaboration with a librarian of the CAB. This team worked on 

the cataloguing templates of:

•archaeological objects

•art objects

•geological and paleontological heritage

•scientific instruments

Six main common semantic sections emerged, common to the 

four cataloguing templates



Public-oriented templates

Archaeological 
objects Art objects



Public-oriented templates

Paleontological 
heritage

Scientific 
instruments



Technical development of 
the project



Search in Phaidra
Simple and Advanced search – Browse by organizational unit



• The work done as of now for 4 typologies of items will be extended 
in the next months to the whole heritage of the University of Padua, 
in order to achieve a portal of the university’s heritage  

• The web semantic analysis and the short public oriented cards 
could be proposed to the ICCD to be adopted as standards at a 
National level

•  The harvesting of data from Artin XML-web to Phaidra could be 
easily extended  to other Italian university museums which use Artin 
XML-web 

Further developments of 
the project



Long-term 
sustainability

•  Artin is a proprietary software 
(Liberologico company)

• Phaidra is based on Fedora 
Commons open source software

• The project doesn’t require any 
additional work besides the 
cataloguing activity

• Updating data is in real time

• Question of defining the objects
     in English

Strenghts and weaknesses 
analysis


